The Neenah Radar Weather Observatory 
was dedicated this morning by officials from 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad- 
ministration of the Department of Com- 
merce. A staff of four meteorologists man the 


various agencies throughout this part of the 
state. Previously weather information came 
from Chicago or Minneapolis. (News-Record 
Photo by Copper VanderWalker) 


station and provide weather control data to 


i State's 1st Radar Unit 


Neenah Weather 
Station Dedicated 


BY MALCOLM McINTYRE 
News-Record Staff Writer 

NEENAH — The $300,000 
Neenah National Weather 
Service Meteorlogical Ob- 
servatory, the first long-range 
weather radar station to be 
installed in Wisconsin, was 
commissioned Wednesday 
morning. 

According to Dr. Sidney 
Teweles, chief, data 
acquisition division of the 
National Oceanic and At- 
mospheric Administration, 
the unit and its capability for 
increasing the methods of 
weather detection and warn- 
ing, signify “the beginning 
and not the end of what is 
going to be here.” 

Teweles earlier told of the 
workings of the unit and the 
type of equipment and skill 
involved in making the unit 
highly responsible in its role 
as a part of the Federal Plan 
for Weather Radars. 

250-Mile Radius 

The Neenah unit, in 
operation since July, will 
observe and record weather 


conditions in a 250-mile radius 
of the station. This in- 
formation will then be passed 
on to other weather stations, 
weather agencies and the 
news media, which in turn will 
use the information for 
weather forecasting and 
severe weather warnings. 


The station itself is located 
on Fairview Road, in the Town 
of Clayton, one mile west of 
U.S. 45. Chief structure of the 
unit, besides the main building 
housing radar scopes and 
communication units, is the 70 
foot tower containing the ac- 
tual radar unit. 


Teweles explained the 
Neenah unit was a vital part of 
the system which also in- 
cludes similar units in Min- 
neapolis, Des Moines, Chicago 
and Detroit. All five units 
work together in the system 
and cover an area of about 
50,000 square miles. 


Teweles also explained 
some of the equipment used by 
the unit and some of the 
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developments for the future. 

“The radar set here will be 
equipped with a newly- 
developed video integrator 
processor which will show the 
current intensity of each 
portion of a rain area under 
surveillance. This will help 
greatly in detecting the in- 
tense precipitation area that 
often reveals the whereabouts 
of severe storms.” j 

“Another development 
already installed is the radar 
remoting equipment by which 
a detailed picture available in 
this observatory will also be 
transmitted to distant stations 
like Green Bay, Milwaukee, 
and Madison.” 

“The people of the area 
within a 150-mile radius of this 
Station will benefit from the 
increased warning capability 
provided by this new facility,” 
Teweles concluded. 


